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One of the greatest African American leaders and one of the most brilliant minds
of his time, Frederick Douglass spoke and wrote with unsurpassed eloquence on
almost all the major issues confronting the American people during his
life—from the abolition of slavery to women’s rights, from the Civil War to
lynching, from American patriotism to black nationalism. Between 1950 and
1975, Philip S. Foner collected the most important of Douglass’s hundreds of
speeches, letters, articles, and editorials into an impressive five-volume set, now
long out of print. Abridged and condensed into one volume, and supplemented
with several important texts that Foner did not include, this compendium presents
the most significant, insightful, and elegant short works of Douglass’s massive
oeuvre.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Taylor (I Was Born a Slave: An Anthology of Classic Slave Narratives), an editor at Lawrence Hill, serves
readers and libraries well by adapting and abridging Foner's acclaimed The Life and Writings of Frederick
Douglass, Vols. 1-5 (International Publishers, 1950-1975). As the text shows, Douglass's language, intellect,
and humanity create a compelling narrative of 19th-century America. On display here are his ideas about
abolitionism, feminism, electoral politics, and peace, as well as family, religion, literature, and economics.
Although Taylor does not always provide thorough citations, this much of Douglass's work is not available
elsewhere in such an affordable volume. Recommended for public and academic libraries.ASherri Barnes,
Ventura, CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“[This collection] puts all America under deep obligation. . . . The figure of a great man rises from [this
volume].” —W. E. B. Du Bois, author, The Souls of Black Folk

“An outstanding contribution to the social history of the Negro in the United States.” —E. Franklin Frazier,
author, Black Bourgeoisie

“[An] evident outcome of great labor and love, [this book] is a monumental piece of historical scholarship,
contributing as much to vital aspects of American history as to the documentary portraiture of the nineteenth
century’s greatest American Negro.” —Alain Locke, editor of The New Negro

“A veritable treasure house of historical information.” —Benjamin Quarles, author of The Negro in the
American Revolution and Frederick Douglass

About the Author

Philip S. Foner wrote and edited more than 100 books, including The Black Panthers Speak, The History of
Black Americans, and the 10-volume The History of the Labor Movement in the United States. Yuval Taylor
edited I Was Born a Slave: An Anthology of Classic Slave Narratives; as editor of Lawrence Hill Books, he
directs the Library of Black America series. He lives in Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings (The Library of Black
America series) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to



offer to you. The writer associated with Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings (The Library of
Black America series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings (The Library of Black America series) is not loveable
to be your top list reading book?

Lisa Marsh:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings (The Library of
Black America series) as your daily resource information.

John Ferguson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings (The Library of Black America series) can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Dena Ramirez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings (The Library of Black America series) provide you
with a new experience in studying a book.
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