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Fashion, and the glossy magazines it inhabits, allow Western culture to dream. It
permits a person to fantasize and to experiment with new identities. It flaunts
glamour and success. Appearance becomes something to be perfected and
admired.

These dreams and freedoms, Rebecca Arnold proposes, are contradictory.
Fashion and its surrounding imagery elicit fear and anxiety in their consumers as
well as pleasure. Fashion has come to incorporate the underside of modern life,
with violence and decay becoming a dominant theme in clothing design and
photography.

Arnold draws on diverse written sources to explore the complex nature of
modern fashion. She discusses a range of key themes: how fashion uses and
abuses the power of wealth; the alienating promotion of "good" taste; the power
plays of sex and display; and how identities can be blurred to disguise and
confuse. In order to unravel the contradictory emotions of desire and anxiety they
provoke, she never loses sight of the historical and cultural contexts in which
fashion designers and photographers perform.

Generously illustrated, Fashion, Desire and Anxiety focuses on the last thirty
years, from photographic works of the 1970s to the beginning of the twenty-first
century.
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Fashion, and the glossy magazines it inhabits, allow Western culture to dream. It permits a person to
fantasize and to experiment with new identities. It flaunts glamour and success. Appearance becomes
something to be perfected and admired.

These dreams and freedoms, Rebecca Arnold proposes, are contradictory. Fashion and its surrounding
imagery elicit fear and anxiety in their consumers as well as pleasure. Fashion has come to incorporate the
underside of modern life, with violence and decay becoming a dominant theme in clothing design and
photography.

Arnold draws on diverse written sources to explore the complex nature of modern fashion. She discusses a
range of key themes: how fashion uses and abuses the power of wealth; the alienating promotion of "good"
taste; the power plays of sex and display; and how identities can be blurred to disguise and confuse. In order
to unravel the contradictory emotions of desire and anxiety they provoke, she never loses sight of the
historical and cultural contexts in which fashion designers and photographers perform.

Generously illustrated, Fashion, Desire and Anxiety focuses on the last thirty years, from photographic
works of the 1970s to the beginning of the twenty-first century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... presents a fast-paced yet comprehensive study that provides surprise connections between fashion and the
wide culture on every page." -- -Shari Benstock, coeditor of Footnotes: On Shoes

"Arnold presents a fast-paced yet comprehensive study that provides surprise connections between fashion
and the wide culture on every page." -- Shari Benstock, coeditor of Footnotes: On Shoes

From the Back Cover
Fashion, and the glossy magazines it inhabits, allow Western culture to dream. It permits a person to
fantasize and to experiment with new identities. It flaunts glamour and success. Appearance becomes
something to be perfected and admired. These dreams and freedoms, Rebecca Arnold proposes, are
contradictory. Fashion and its surrounding imagery elicit fear and anxiety in their consumers as well as
pleasure. Fashion has come to incorporate the underside of modern life, with violence and decay becoming a
dominant theme in clothing design and photography. Arnold draws on diverse written sources to explore the
complex nature of modern fashion. She discusses a range of key themes: how fashion uses and abuses the
power of wealth; the alienating promotion of "good" taste; the power plays of sex and display; and how
identities can be blurred to disguise and confuse. In order to unravel the contradictory emotions of desire and
anxiety they provoke, she never loses sight of the historical and cultural contexts in which fashion designers
and photographers perform.

Generously illustrated, Fashion, Desire and Anxiety focuses on the last thirty years, from photographic
works of the 1970s to the beginning of the twenty-first century.

About the Author
Rebecca Arnold is a senior lecturer in cultural studies, fashion history and theory at Central Saint Martins
College of Art and Design in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephan Stephens:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth
Century. Try to the actual book Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century
as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.



Catherine Rubio:

The e-book untitled Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the
Twentieth Century from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Fanny Rutledge:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for your requirements is Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Joshua Yoshida:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Fashion, Desire and Anxiety: Image and Morality in the Twentieth Century was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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