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First published to great acclaim in 1996, New Yorker writer and art critic Calvin
Tomkins’ biography of the influential artist Marcel Duchamp (1887–1968) has
been out of print for many years. Now, The Museum of Modern Art, New York,
is publishing a new and revised edition of the landmark biography to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of Duchamp’s first Readymade, “Bicycle
Wheel,” a later version of which is in MoMA’s collection. Duchamp is widely
considered one of the most important artists of the twentieth century, yet his
personal life remained an enigma throughout his avidly scrutinized career.
Tomkins, from his unique vantage point as both an accomplished art critic and a
friend of Duchamp’s since the late 1950s, presents a piercing portrait of
Duchamp, adeptly analyzing his art and career while also recounting his personal
life, influences and relationships. This thoroughly researched, eminently readable
book is by far the most authoritative Duchamp biography.
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First published to great acclaim in 1996, New Yorker writer and art critic Calvin Tomkins’ biography of the
influential artist Marcel Duchamp (1887–1968) has been out of print for many years. Now, The Museum of
Modern Art, New York, is publishing a new and revised edition of the landmark biography to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of Duchamp’s first Readymade, “Bicycle Wheel,” a later version of which is in
MoMA’s collection. Duchamp is widely considered one of the most important artists of the twentieth
century, yet his personal life remained an enigma throughout his avidly scrutinized career. Tomkins, from his
unique vantage point as both an accomplished art critic and a friend of Duchamp’s since the late 1950s,
presents a piercing portrait of Duchamp, adeptly analyzing his art and career while also recounting his
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Editorial Review

Review
Calvin Tomkins's freshly reissued Duchamp: A Biography (MoMA) is the defining portrait of the art world's
great provocateur. (Megan O'Grady Vogue)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Duchamp: A Biography can be very good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Susan Rooks:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Duchamp: A Biography it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Robert Caceres:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Duchamp: A Biography provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.



Sonia Shipley:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book Duchamp:
A Biography we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must
prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with this book Duchamp: A Biography. You can more pleasing than now.
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