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A revealing collection that restores Dr. King as being every bit as radical as
Malcolm X

“The radical King was a democratic socialist who sided with poor and working
people in the class struggle taking place in capitalist societies. . . . The response
of the radical King to our catastrophic moment can be put in one word:
revolution—a revolution in our priorities, a reevaluation of our values, a
reinvigoration of our public life, and a fundamental transformation of our way of
thinking and living that promotes a transfer of power from oligarchs and
plutocrats to everyday people and ordinary citizens. . . . Could it be that we know
so little of the radical King because such courage defies our market-driven
world?” —Cornel West, from the Introduction

Every year, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is celebrated as one of the greatest
orators in US history, an ambassador for nonviolence who became perhaps the
most recognizable leader of the civil rights movement. But after more than forty
years, few people appreciate how truly radical he was.

Arranged thematically in four parts, The Radical King includes twenty-three
selections, curated and introduced by Dr. Cornel West, that illustrate King’s
revolutionary vision, underscoring his identification with the poor, his
unapologetic opposition to the Vietnam War, and his crusade against global
imperialism. As West writes, “Although much of America did not know the
radical King—and too few know today—the FBI and US government did. They
called him ‘the most dangerous man in America.’ . . . This book unearths a
radical King that we can no longer sanitize.”
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A revealing collection that restores Dr. King as being every bit as radical as Malcolm X

“The radical King was a democratic socialist who sided with poor and working people in the class struggle
taking place in capitalist societies. . . . The response of the radical King to our catastrophic moment can be
put in one word: revolution—a revolution in our priorities, a reevaluation of our values, a reinvigoration of
our public life, and a fundamental transformation of our way of thinking and living that promotes a transfer
of power from oligarchs and plutocrats to everyday people and ordinary citizens. . . . Could it be that we
know so little of the radical King because such courage defies our market-driven world?” —Cornel West,
from the Introduction

Every year, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is celebrated as one of the greatest orators in US history, an
ambassador for nonviolence who became perhaps the most recognizable leader of the civil rights movement.
But after more than forty years, few people appreciate how truly radical he was.

Arranged thematically in four parts, The Radical King includes twenty-three selections, curated and
introduced by Dr. Cornel West, that illustrate King’s revolutionary vision, underscoring his identification
with the poor, his unapologetic opposition to the Vietnam War, and his crusade against global imperialism.
As West writes, “Although much of America did not know the radical King—and too few know today—the
FBI and US government did. They called him ‘the most dangerous man in America.’ . . . This book unearths
a radical King that we can no longer sanitize.”
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Editorial Review

Review
“This useful collection takes King from the front lines of Southern segregation to a national movement for
economic equality to an international condemnation of imperialism and armed intervention.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“King’s skills as a preacher and rhetorician are amply in evidence, as is his profound empathy with others.” 
—Publishers Weekly

About the Author
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929–1968), Nobel Peace Prize laureate and architect of the nonviolent civil
rights movement, was among the twentieth century’s most influential figures. One of the greatest orators in
US history, King also authored several books, including Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Story,
Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?, and Why We Can’t Wait. His speeches, sermons, and
writings are inspirational and timeless. King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968. 

Cornel West, one of America’s most gifted and provocative intellectuals, has been profoundly influenced by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. A professor at Union Theological Seminary, Dr. West has also taught at Yale,
Harvard, and Princeton. The recipient of more than twenty honorary degrees, he has written many important
books, including the best-selling Race Matters and Democracy Matters. He lives in New York City.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
“I imagine you already know that I am much more socialistic in my economic theory than capitalistic. . . .
[Capitalism] started out with a noble and high motive . . . but like most human systems it fell victim to the
very thing it was revolting against.” —Letter to Coretta Scott, July 18, 1952

“There is another America, and that other America has a daily ugliness about it that transforms the buoyancy
of hope into the fatigue of despair. . . . By the millions, people in the other America find themselves
perishing on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. . . . The great
tragedy is that the nation continues in its national policy to ignore the conditions that brought the riots or the
rebellions into being. . . . The problem with a riot is that it can always be halted by superior force, so I
couldn’t advise that. On the other hand, I couldn’t advise following a path of Martin Luther King just sitting
around signing statements, and writing articles condemning the rioters, or engaging in a process of timid
supplications for justice. The fact is that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor. It must be
demanded by the oppressed—that’s the long, sometimes tragic and turbulent story of history.” —“The Other
America,” delivered by Dr. King at the Local 1199’s “Salute to Freedom,” New York City, March 10, 1968

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to



an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Radical King (King Legacy) is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Eddie Bussell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
The Radical King (King Legacy) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free
time problems.

Mark Garcia:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. That The Radical King (King Legacy) can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have The Radical King (King Legacy).

Issac Molina:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book The Radical King (King Legacy). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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