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This detailed, chronological study investigates the rise of the European
fascination with the Chinese language up to 1615. By meticulously investigating
a wide range of primary sources, Dinu Luca identifies a rhetorical continuum
uniting the land of the Seres, Cathay, and China in a tropology of silence, vision,
and writing. Tracing the contours of this tropology, The Chinese Language in
European Texts: The Early Period offers close readings of language-related
contexts in works by classical authors, medieval travelers, and Renaissance
cosmographers, as well as various merchants, wanderers, and missionaries, both
notable and lesser-known. What emerges is a clear and comprehensive
understanding of early European ideas about the Chinese language and writing
system.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book is a delight: smart, well-written, full of intellectual and historical surprise and illumination.
Luca’s investigation of the rhetorical continuum that has assigned to ‘China’ the role of a visual other for
European thought does what all the best books do: it restores to the past its opaque and fascinating
difference, while revealing in it the naked, germinating seeds of our present.” (Eric Hayot, Distinguished
Professor of Comparative Literature and Asian Studies, The Pennsylvania State University, USA)

“There have been quite a few accounts of the image of China in Renaissance Europe, but none has addressed
in such detail the fascination that the Chinese language and its written characters exercised, and with such
erudition and elegance. Luca’s book will become essential for anyone interested in this topic.” (Joan-Pau
Rubiés, ICREA Research Professor, Pompeu Fabra University, Spain, and author of Travellers and
Cosmographers: Studies in the History of Early-Modern Travel and Ethnology)

“Dinu Luca’s extraordinary study of the first few centuries of European response to the Chinese language
and writing system integrates far more texts than any other account I have seen, restoring less well-known
texts to their place in the genealogy of ideas. Luca restores the polyphony among discordant accounts. China
scholars, cultural critics, historians of linguistics, ethnographers, and grammatologists will find much here to
feed their reflections.” (Haun Saussy, University Professor of Comparative Literature, University of
Chicago, USA)

From the Back Cover
This detailed, chronological study investigates the rise of the European fascination with the Chinese
language up to 1615. By meticulously investigating a wide range of primary sources, Dinu Luca identifies a
rhetorical continuum uniting the land of the Seres, Cathay, and China in a tropology of silence, vision, and
writing. Tracing the contours of this tropology, The Chinese Language in European Texts: The Early Period
offers close readings of language-related contexts in works by classical authors, medieval travelers, and
Renaissance cosmographers, as well as various merchants, wanderers, and missionaries, both notable and
lesser-known. What emerges is a clear and comprehensive understanding of early European ideas about the
Chinese language and writing system.

About the Author
Dinu Luca is Assistant Professor of European Cultures at National Taiwan Normal University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Chinese
Language in European Texts: The Early Period (Chinese Literature and Culture in the World)? Maybe it is



being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Carrie Hunter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Chinese
Language in European Texts: The Early Period (Chinese Literature and Culture in the World) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Chinese Language in European Texts: The Early
Period (Chinese Literature and Culture in the World) giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Frederick Avelar:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Chinese Language in European Texts: The Early
Period (Chinese Literature and Culture in the World) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at
this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Chinese Language in European Texts: The Early Period (Chinese Literature and Culture in the World).

Refugio Kennedy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Chinese Language in European
Texts: The Early Period (Chinese Literature and Culture in the World).
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