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Following the Second World War, the United States would become the leading
'neoliberal' proponent of international trade liberalization. Yet for nearly a
century before, American foreign trade policy was dominated by extreme
economic nationalism. What brought about this pronounced ideological, political,
and economic about face? How did it affect Anglo-American imperialism? What
were the repercussions for the global capitalist order? In answering these
questions, The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade offers the first detailed account of the
controversial Anglo-American struggle over empire and economic globalization
in the mid- to late-nineteenth century. The book reinterprets Anglo-American
imperialism through the global interplay between Victorian free-trade
cosmopolitanism and economic nationalism, uncovering how imperial expansion
and economic integration were mired in political and ideological conflict.
Beginning in the 1840s, this conspiratorial struggle over political economy would
rip apart the Republican Party, reshape the Democratic Party, and redirect Anglo-
American imperial expansion for decades to come.
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Following the Second World War, the United States would become the leading 'neoliberal' proponent of
international trade liberalization. Yet for nearly a century before, American foreign trade policy was
dominated by extreme economic nationalism. What brought about this pronounced ideological, political, and
economic about face? How did it affect Anglo-American imperialism? What were the repercussions for the
global capitalist order? In answering these questions, The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade offers the first detailed
account of the controversial Anglo-American struggle over empire and economic globalization in the mid- to
late-nineteenth century. The book reinterprets Anglo-American imperialism through the global interplay
between Victorian free-trade cosmopolitanism and economic nationalism, uncovering how imperial
expansion and economic integration were mired in political and ideological conflict. Beginning in the 1840s,
this conspiratorial struggle over political economy would rip apart the Republican Party, reshape the
Democratic Party, and redirect Anglo-American imperial expansion for decades to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A corrective to decades of historiography that laissez-faire doctrine guided the Gilded Age . . . a splendid
book." Thomas Zeiler, author of Free Trade, Free World (reviewed in E-International Relations)

"In this boldly argued and richly detailed study, Marc-William Palen shows us why we should know much
more than we do about the debate over the tariff in the nineteenth century. The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade
demonstrates how questions of tariffs and trade were ideologically charged and central to American
conceptions of imperialism and global economic integration in the age of British power."
Jay Sexton, University of Oxford

"In this illuminating study, Marc-William Palen cuts across the conventional domestic versus foreign
approach to American history, showing the role of trade politics as an instrument of a resurgent and highly
influential American economic nationalism in the late nineteenth century. He makes clear the eddying global
effects of trans-Atlantic controversies over tariffs upon the shaping of US imperialism and Anglo-American
relations."
Ian Tyrrell, University of New South Wales, Australia

"In a US election year thick with controversy over the impact of free trade and globalisation on jobs and
wages, Palen's absorbing study of the nineteenth-century version of these debates is timely. The Exeter
University historian contrasts the British commitment to free trade with what were the then dominant
currents of US economic nationalism and protectionism."
Tony Barber, Financial Times (Summer Books 2016)

About the Author
Dr Marc-William Palen is a historian of empires and globalization at the University of Exeter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The Anglo-
American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book The 'Conspiracy' of
Free Trade: The Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.



Amanda Mathis:

This The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and Economic
Globalisation, 1846-1896 book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific The 'Conspiracy' of
Free Trade: The Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896 without we
know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The
'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-
1896 can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The Anglo-
American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896 having very good arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ryan Moore:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and
Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896 book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The
Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896 content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The Anglo-
American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896 is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Marylou Arroyo:

This The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and Economic
Globalisation, 1846-1896 is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who
all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The 'Conspiracy' of Free Trade: The
Anglo-American Struggle over Empire and Economic Globalisation, 1846-1896 in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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