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Ginette Vincendeau discusses the artistic value of his films in their proper
context and comments on Jean-Pierre Melville's love of American culture and his
controversial critical and political standing in this English language study.
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Ginette Vincendeau discusses the artistic value of his films in their proper context and comments on Jean-
Pierre Melville's love of American culture and his controversial critical and political standing in this English
language study.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
One of the most brilliant filmmakers in post-war France and world cinema, Jean-Pierre Melville now enjoys
renewed popularity. His "Bob le flambeur" (with its street-wise Montmartre and Pigalle settings, its cool jazz
score and its good-humoured tale of gangster clans) not only inspired the New Wave but has attained
unassailable cult status. Other iconic gangster films such as "Le Doulos", "Le Samourai" and "Le Cercle
rouge" are now hailed as masterpieces by latter-day legends John Woo and Quentin Tarantino. Meanwhile,
with "Le Silence de la mer" and "L'Armee des ombres", Melville also contributed two of the greatest films
about the Resistance during World War II. This major study of Jean-Pierre Melville discusses the artistic
value of the films in their context and the director's love of American culture from which he derived his
name, his sartorial style of Stetson hat and dark glasses, and his ambition to rework the Hollywood gangster
film in French settings. The author looks at Melville's controversial critical and political standing, his
extraordinary focus on masculinity and male starts such as Alain Delon, Jean-Paul Belmondo and Lino
Ventura and his trademark "pared-down" mise-en-scene. This critical account by a leading writer on French
cinema, Ginette Vincendau, reveals the director to be not only a fashionable cult director but one of the few
true masters of the cinema.

About the Author
Ginette Vincendeau is Professor of Film Studies at the University of Warwick. She is the author or editor of
numerous publications including The Encyclopedia of European Cinema, Stars and Stardom in French
Cinema, Pepe le Moko and (with Alastair Phillips), the forthcoming Journeys of Desire: European Actors in
Hollywood.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Hacker:

The book Jean-Pierre Melville: An American in Paris gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Jean-
Pierre Melville: An American in Paris being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
start and read a e-book Jean-Pierre Melville: An American in Paris. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Arlie Carrillo:

This book untitled Jean-Pierre Melville: An American in Paris to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.



Scott Croft:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Jean-Pierre Melville: An
American in Paris that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick Jean-Pierre Melville: An American in Paris become your personal
starter.

Christopher Palmer:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Jean-Pierre Melville: An American in Paris was filled regarding science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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