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"A compelling account based on exhaustive primary research that re-creates the
mindset of politicians, the press, and other policymakers as they make the
momentous decision to go to war in 1917. Many know the maritime military
dimensions of warfare--here is a story that shows the maritime dimensions of
diplomacy and how the rights of American merchant marines mattered in the
minds of those in charge."--Timothy G. Lynch, California Maritime Academy

"Scholarly yet accessible, a nice piece of research, especially in primary
documents. This is a highly original book on a relatively neglected historical
period."--Joshua M. Smith, U.S. Merchant Marine Academy

While numerous studies have examined Woodrow Wilson's policy of neutrality
prior to U.S. entry into World War I, none has focused on the actual merchant
ship losses that created the final casus belli. This work focuses on what the
president knew and when he knew it concerning the loss of ten ships between
February 3 and April 4, 1917. By looking at the specifics, Rodney Carlisle offers
new explanations for the reasons that led the president, the cabinet, the public,
and Congress to decide for war.

Sovereignty at Sea not only adds much to our understanding of maritime and
diplomatic history during the First World War period but also speaks to
contemporary concerns with issues surrounding the U.S. justification for wars.

Rodney Carlisle is professor emeritus of history at Rutgers University.
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"A compelling account based on exhaustive primary research that re-creates the mindset of politicians, the
press, and other policymakers as they make the momentous decision to go to war in 1917. Many know the
maritime military dimensions of warfare--here is a story that shows the maritime dimensions of diplomacy
and how the rights of American merchant marines mattered in the minds of those in charge."--Timothy G.
Lynch, California Maritime Academy

"Scholarly yet accessible, a nice piece of research, especially in primary documents. This is a highly original
book on a relatively neglected historical period."--Joshua M. Smith, U.S. Merchant Marine Academy

While numerous studies have examined Woodrow Wilson's policy of neutrality prior to U.S. entry into
World War I, none has focused on the actual merchant ship losses that created the final casus belli. This
work focuses on what the president knew and when he knew it concerning the loss of ten ships between
February 3 and April 4, 1917. By looking at the specifics, Rodney Carlisle offers new explanations for the
reasons that led the president, the cabinet, the public, and Congress to decide for war.

Sovereignty at Sea not only adds much to our understanding of maritime and diplomatic history during the
First World War period but also speaks to contemporary concerns with issues surrounding the U.S.
justification for wars.

Rodney Carlisle is professor emeritus of history at Rutgers University.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Rodney Carlisle is professor emeritus of history at Rutgers University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mitchell Diaz:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Sovereignty at Sea: U.S. Merchant Ships and American
Entry into World War I (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology). Try to face the
book Sovereignty at Sea: U.S. Merchant Ships and American Entry into World War I (New Perspectives on
Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Christina Lazarus:

Typically the book Sovereignty at Sea: U.S. Merchant Ships and American Entry into World War I (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Sovereignty at Sea: U.S. Merchant Ships and American
Entry into World War I (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Robert Hutzler:

The book untitled Sovereignty at Sea: U.S. Merchant Ships and American Entry into World War I (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in
the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.



Wayne Queen:

This Sovereignty at Sea: U.S. Merchant Ships and American Entry into World War I (New Perspectives on
Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Sovereignty at Sea: U.S. Merchant Ships
and American Entry into World War I (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology)
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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