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In recent months, much attention has been paid to Islam and the greater Muslim
world. Some analysis has been openly hostile, while even more has been overly
simplistic. Islam in Context goes behind the recent crisis to discuss the history of
Islam, describe its basic structure and beliefs, explore the current division
between Muslim moderates and extremists, and suggest a way forward.
Authors Peter G. Riddell and Peter Cotterell draw from sources such as the
Qur'an, early Christian chronicles of the Crusades, and contemporary Muslim
and non-Muslim writings. They move beyond the stereotypes of Muhammad-
both idealized and negative-and argue against the myth that relatively recent
events in the Middle East are the only cause for the clash between Islam and the
West.
Riddell and Cotterell ask the non-Muslim world to attempt to understand Islam
from the perspective of Muslims and to acknowledge past mistakes. At the same
time, they challenge the Muslim world by suggesting that Islam stands today at a
vital crossroads and only Muslims can forge the way forward.
Islam in Context will appeal to all those who are interested in an alternative to
the easily packaged descriptions of the relationship between Islam and the West.
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In recent months, much attention has been paid to Islam and the greater Muslim world. Some analysis has
been openly hostile, while even more has been overly simplistic. Islam in Context goes behind the recent
crisis to discuss the history of Islam, describe its basic structure and beliefs, explore the current division
between Muslim moderates and extremists, and suggest a way forward.
Authors Peter G. Riddell and Peter Cotterell draw from sources such as the Qur'an, early Christian chronicles
of the Crusades, and contemporary Muslim and non-Muslim writings. They move beyond the stereotypes of
Muhammad-both idealized and negative-and argue against the myth that relatively recent events in the
Middle East are the only cause for the clash between Islam and the West.
Riddell and Cotterell ask the non-Muslim world to attempt to understand Islam from the perspective of
Muslims and to acknowledge past mistakes. At the same time, they challenge the Muslim world by
suggesting that Islam stands today at a vital crossroads and only Muslims can forge the way forward.
Islam in Context will appeal to all those who are interested in an alternative to the easily packaged
descriptions of the relationship between Islam and the West.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Written primarily for Christians, this overview of historical and contemporary conflicts of the Islamic world
first briefly introduces Islam and Muhammad, and then portrays Islam as a movement containing coexisting
strands of violence and pacifism from the very start of its existence as a political entity. The book's second
section examines relations between Christianity and Islam, from Muhammad's early interactions with
Christians to Western colonization of the Islamic world and contemporary strife between Christian and
Muslim communities. The third section argues that Islam faces an important moment in its history, during
which large swaths of the Islamic world must reject extremism and rigidly literal readings of the Qur'an or
face dire consequences. The viewpoint throughout is, of course, decidedly pro-Christian, but the information
Riddell and Cotterell relay is accurate and well organized. Christians interested in the history of Islam and its
relationship to Christianity would do well to start here, though they should also read an equally well-argued
history of Islam from a Muslim's perspective, such as Seyyed Hossein Nasr's Islam [BKL Ja 1 & 15 03].
John Green
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Peter Riddell (Ph.D., Australian National University) is Director of the Centre for Islamic Studies and
Muslim-Christian Relations at London Bible College. He is the author or editor of several books, including
Islam: Essays on Scripture, Thought, and Society.
Peter Cotterell (Ph.D., London University) is Associate Senior lecturer at the Center for Islamic Studies. He
has lectured for 19 years at London Bible College, where he also served as the principal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Islam in
Context: Past, Present, and Future? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Inocencia Hensley:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Islam in Context: Past,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Present, and Future to read.

Daniel Ellis:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Islam in Context: Past, Present, and Future as your daily
resource information.

John Keys:

The book untitled Islam in Context: Past, Present, and Future contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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