
Charlie Chaplin's Own Story

By Charlie Chaplin

Charlie Chaplin's Own Story By Charlie Chaplin

“I remain just one thing, and one thing only — and that is a clown. It places me
on a far higher plane than any politician.” – Charlie Chaplin Only a select few
actors become international stars in their time, but none had as unique a career as
Charlie Chaplin. Chaplin was the first true film star, and he managed to do so
even when films were still silent. He has been honored with too many awards to
count, and the fact that his name remains instantly recognizable nearly a century
after his first film is a testament to his influence. Even today, Chaplin’s films are
arguably more recognizable than those of perhaps any other actor or director;
everyone is familiar with the famous “Tramp” costume and persona, and even the
casual film enthusiast has likely seen films such as City Lights (1931) and
Modern Times (1936). Chaplin is known for the singular blend of pathos and
humor evinced by his films, and it is not uncommon for audiences to laugh and
cry at alternate points of a Chaplin film, a trait that continues to endear audiences
even to this day. For this reason, in his review of Stephen Weissman’s biography
of Chaplin, Martin Sieff noted, “It is doubtful any individual has every given
more entertainment, pleasure, and relief to so many human beings when they
needed it most.” As Sieff’s comment suggests, Chaplin’s career coincided with
the two World Wars and the Great Depression, but while Chaplin the actor was
popular, Chaplin the person became controversial in the final decades of his life.
In fact, there is a wide discrepancy between the almost uniformly enthusiastic
praise of Chaplin today and the subversive identity he cultivated toward the latter
part of his career. Although accusations of being a communist sympathizer and
Chaplin’s confrontation with the House Committee on Un-American Activities
have mostly become a footnote in the storied career of a man best remembered as
an acting pioneer, it forced Chaplin to spend the last 15 years of his career
working as an artist in exile, and the shifting viewpoints of Chaplin were
instrumental in forcing people to evaluate the way in which they viewed
celebrities, as well as what it means to be entertained. Indeed, it is impossible to
substantiate the belief that Chaplin’s later films are poorer in quality than his
earlier ones, yet the public largely rejected his later directorial efforts. In the end,
it must be acknowledged that, more than any other figure who had come before
him, the public was aware of Chaplin’s personal life in ways that were often
upsetting and inconsistent with the persona effected through his films. Due to the
way Chaplin was vilified, relatively little is known about the final chapter of
Chaplin’s life, and one of the prevailing tensions concerning Chaplin is the way
in which he is incredibly famous on the one hand but also a particularly
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mysterious and even unknown figure on the other hand. After Chaplin’s body
was stolen from his grave, Kenneth Schuyler Lynn pointed out that “the image of
his empty gravesite came to symbolize his historic elusiveness, as a person no
less than as a performer.”
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“I remain just one thing, and one thing only — and that is a clown. It places me on a far higher plane than
any politician.” – Charlie Chaplin Only a select few actors become international stars in their time, but none
had as unique a career as Charlie Chaplin. Chaplin was the first true film star, and he managed to do so even
when films were still silent. He has been honored with too many awards to count, and the fact that his name
remains instantly recognizable nearly a century after his first film is a testament to his influence. Even today,
Chaplin’s films are arguably more recognizable than those of perhaps any other actor or director; everyone is
familiar with the famous “Tramp” costume and persona, and even the casual film enthusiast has likely seen
films such as City Lights (1931) and Modern Times (1936). Chaplin is known for the singular blend of
pathos and humor evinced by his films, and it is not uncommon for audiences to laugh and cry at alternate
points of a Chaplin film, a trait that continues to endear audiences even to this day. For this reason, in his
review of Stephen Weissman’s biography of Chaplin, Martin Sieff noted, “It is doubtful any individual has
every given more entertainment, pleasure, and relief to so many human beings when they needed it most.”
As Sieff’s comment suggests, Chaplin’s career coincided with the two World Wars and the Great
Depression, but while Chaplin the actor was popular, Chaplin the person became controversial in the final
decades of his life. In fact, there is a wide discrepancy between the almost uniformly enthusiastic praise of
Chaplin today and the subversive identity he cultivated toward the latter part of his career. Although
accusations of being a communist sympathizer and Chaplin’s confrontation with the House Committee on
Un-American Activities have mostly become a footnote in the storied career of a man best remembered as an
acting pioneer, it forced Chaplin to spend the last 15 years of his career working as an artist in exile, and the
shifting viewpoints of Chaplin were instrumental in forcing people to evaluate the way in which they viewed
celebrities, as well as what it means to be entertained. Indeed, it is impossible to substantiate the belief that
Chaplin’s later films are poorer in quality than his earlier ones, yet the public largely rejected his later
directorial efforts. In the end, it must be acknowledged that, more than any other figure who had come before
him, the public was aware of Chaplin’s personal life in ways that were often upsetting and inconsistent with
the persona effected through his films. Due to the way Chaplin was vilified, relatively little is known about
the final chapter of Chaplin’s life, and one of the prevailing tensions concerning Chaplin is the way in which
he is incredibly famous on the one hand but also a particularly mysterious and even unknown figure on the
other hand. After Chaplin’s body was stolen from his grave, Kenneth Schuyler Lynn pointed out that “the
image of his empty gravesite came to symbolize his historic elusiveness, as a person no less than as a
performer.”
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Rose Wilder Lane was the daughter of Laura Ingalls Wilder, author of the beloved Little House books. She
was born in 1886 on a homestead claim in the Dakota Territory, similar to the one she describes in this
novel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you
read you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Charlie Chaplin's Own Story it is very good
to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Russell Diamond:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Charlie Chaplin's Own Story why because the excellent cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

James Waddell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Charlie Chaplin's Own Story
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Richard Moultrie:

You will get this Charlie Chaplin's Own Story by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or



reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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